A Vision for the Texas Panhandle

We at Redeemer Presbyterian Church believe that we are called to establish a congregation for the glory of God and salvation of souls in the Texas Panhandle.  The Lord Jesus Christ, as the King and Head of His Church, has arranged events in our lives so that we are here, together, in order to build something.  We are not here to create a safe refuge of luxury and comfort.  We are here to build something to the glory of God.  


To be more specific, we believe that we are here to build something distinct and unique in Amarillo.  We are not gathering to establish a generic, broadly evangelical Christian church.  Our beloved city has many such congregations, and we praise God for their sincere efforts to preach the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ.  For us to seek to duplicate their efforts would produce needless competition, and just hope that our brand of broad methodology would be more appealing than theirs.


So, what do we want to see in Amarillo?  What would we like to see at Redeemer Presbyterian Church 5, 10 years from now?  This is where our convictions come in.  We are Presbyterians.  We believe that God has provided Biblical directives for our message, our worship, and our government.  Presbyterianism means something to us, and we believe that this Biblical approach provides something fresh and distinct in Amarillo.  In saying this, we do not “unchurch” those congregations in town who preach the Gospel.  In fact, we applaud the efforts of like-minded churches seeking to win the lost and edify the saints through the faithful proclamation of the Word.  We do, however, seek to remind ourselves and demonstrate to others that Redeemer Presbyterian has a particular mission in Amarillo, and our distinctives contribute to the Christian witness in the Panhandle.


What are some of our commitments?  What sets us apart?  These following principles will be found in some of the other congregations in town, but they are hard to find together in one local church.  Hopefully, by God’s grace, we can establish these priorities and incorporate them into our vision for the Panhandle.

Biblical Commitments for a Healthy Church:

1.  Biblical Preaching—2 Timothy 4:1-5.  Preaching matters.  The commitment to regular, expository, Christ-centered, soul-searching, Bible-saturated, Spirit-anointed preaching is vital for a healthy congregation.  Preaching of the Word of God transforms lives, and is the means by which the Holy Spirit creates new hearts.  The younger generations are hungry for something of substance, and the commitment to expository, Christ-centered preaching is heavenly manna for the soul.

2.  Worship in Spirit and Truth---John 4:20-24.  We gather on the Lord’s Day for the purpose of worship.  In fact, all mission work is driven by this goal of seeing men and women turn from idols to serve the living God.  Worship is our reason for existence, and when we gather on the Lord’s Day to worship, we do so in obedience to Christ’s command, empowered by His Spirit, and governed by His Word.  

3.  Enjoyment of the Lord’s Day—Exodus 20:8-11, Psalm 92, Hebrews 4:9.  Sadly, conservative Christianity has lost its notion of the Lord’s Day.  Very few Christians consider Sunday to be the Christian Sabbath, even among Bible-believing congregations.  We believe, however, that a joyful embrace of the Lord’s Day is a vital element of Christian experience, and so we seek to revive a delight in Sunday as our “market day of the soul.”  This delight in our Christian Sabbath will be expressed by embracing a commitment to public worship, morning and evening on the Lord’s Day.  Sunday evening worship is extremely rare in our day, but is a crucial help to our enjoyment of the Sabbath and simplicity of life in general.  This commitment to one day out of seven devoted to worship, rest, simplicity and fellowship would be a timely antidote to the busy-ness of our society.

4.  A Biblical Grasp of the Gospel—Galatians 6:14.  There is much confusion about what the Gospel is, and how it should be communicated.  We believe the Scriptures are clear, that there is good news for sinners, that the Gospel centers on the obedience, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  We believe that this message is the only hope for fallen Man, and that all people ought to be urged to repent and believe the Gospel.

5.  A Commitment to Declaring and Defending the Truth—1 Timothy 3:15.  The Church needs to recover her identity as a “pillar and buttress of truth.”  Doctrine matters, because the Gospel matters.  Any sound explanation of the good news requires a full, robust system of truth.  When the truth is discarded, evangelism and spiritual life quickly follow.

6.  A Radical Pursuit of Godliness—Titus 2:11-14, Sermon on the Mount.  In response to those who believe that “piety” has no place in the Christian life, we believe and declare that the Gospel has an impact on the whole soul of a person!  The truth is not only to be learned, it is to be lived.  In fact, when the truth is not lived, it has not been fully understood.  Historic Presbyterianism provides a remedy for the shallow Christianity we see all around our society.  The remedy is a high view of God’s Law as a standard for spiritual growth, and a firm reliance on the grace of the Holy Spirit to help us keep God’s commandments.

7.  Biblical Understanding of Conversion—2 Corinthians 5:18-21, Ephesians 4:22-24, John 3.  We need to have a healthy doctrine of conversion.  What does it mean to be a Christian?  How does a person become a Christian?  In an age where these questions are answered in a multitude of unhelpful ways, we want to urge a Biblical doctrine of conversion.  We become Christian, not by doing good things or receiving the sacraments, but by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Our minds are challenged by the truth of the Word, our hearts are renewed by the Holy Spirit, we are thus enabled to believe the Gospel, and we now live in obedience to the commands of Christ in a radical pursuit of godliness.

8. Biblical Evangelism—The Gospel of John.  This understanding of the Gospel, the Truth, godliness, worship, conversion, and all the rest are brought to bear in our evangelism.  As we tell people about our Savior, what do we say?  How do we explain the Gospel?  What sort of life are we inviting people to enjoy?  How is the Christian life different from that of a non-believer?  Our evangelism is directly affected by how we understand the Gospel, conversion and the Christian life.

9.  Gracious Hospitality—Romans 12:13.  What has happened to the Christian Church?  Why are we no longer known for gracious hospitality?  At Redeemer Presbyterian, we believe that hospitality is a vital means for showing grace to one another and the world around us.  Relationships are important to us at Redeemer, so fellowship in one another’s homes is also important to us.  We need to recover the old notion of face to face communication (using real words!).  Our current society communicates in a short, curt, surface manner. The joyful witness of the Church depends on this recovery of warm, loving, gracious, old-fashioned hospitality.

10. Biblical Family Life—Deuteronomy 6:4-9.  Families are in desperate trouble in our country, and yet they are the basic building block of all society.  We learn our earliest and most permanent lessons of life watching our parents and siblings.  We believe a nurture of family worship and piety is essential to our mission in Amarillo.  Healthy marriages and families depend on Biblical principles, and we desire our families to be havens for the aroma of Christ.   

11.  Joyful Embrace of Church Membership—Acts 2:42-47.  The Church matters.  She matters because she is Christ’s bride.  She is His body.  He is her Head.  Membership in the local Church is not an abstract ideal—it is a tangible, concrete reality!  We are part of one another!  We share our struggles and joys together!  We hold each other accountable, and spur one another on to love and good works.  The taking of membership vows simply reflects this reality within the body of Christ.

12.  Biblical Leadership—1 Timothy 3, Titus 1, Acts 6:1-7, Acts 15.  We believe that Jesus Christ cares how His Church is governed.  To be sure, we would never say that Presbyterianism is essential to be a true Church, because the true Church exists wherever the Gospel is preached, sacraments administered, and discipline upheld.  However, we would also never concede that Church government is unimportant.  Presbyterianism is how the Chief Shepherd has arranged for His sheep to be pastored.  We spend a great deal of time in officer training thinking through the practical implications of Presbyterianism and how we ought to lead Christ’s flock.

13.  Commitment to the Mission—Matthew 28:18-20.  Biblical leaders need to be men of character and vision.  We want to embrace this vision for Redeemer Presbyterian and joyfully celebrate its potential for the Panhandle.  We are here to see souls won to Christ and then strengthened in the faith until their last breath.  Jesus’ Great Commission is our “mission statement.”  

14. Commitment to Congregational Prayer—Isaiah 56:7, The Book of Acts.  All of the above will be impossible without a commitment to congregational prayer.  God uses the prayers of His people to accomplish His purpose.  This neglected weapon of divine power is able to tear down strongholds, and we dare not lay it down.  An army would be foolish to march into battle without its armor and weapons; the Church is equally so when she neglects this all important ministry of earnest, fervent, corporate, intercessory prayer.  At Redeemer, we want to pray for revival, the lost, our evangelistic witness as salt and light, national/world missions, and our own leadership.  We are powerless without divine aid, and congregational prayer is our corporate declaration that apart from Christ, we can do nothing.

